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SUBJECT: LIAONING EARTH QUAKE 

1 . CANADIAN EMBOFFS HAVE PASSED ON FOLLOWING INFORMATION 
ON LIAONING EARTHQUAKE FROM AN OVERSEAS CHINESE SCIENTIST 
NOW VISITING CHINA. HIS SOURCES SAY THAT PEKING HAS 
PURPOSELY UNDERSTATED THE INTENSITY OF THE EARTHQUAKE 
(7.3 RATHER THAN 7.5 ON THE RICHTER SCALE) TO AVOID 
INVOLVEMENT WITH THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS, THAT THE 
CHINESE WARNED THE POPULACE TO PREPARE FOR AN EARTHQUAKE 
BUT THAT FEW PEOPLE HEEDED THE WARNING, THAT CASUALTIES 
WERE THEREFORE HIGH, AND THAT THERE WAS EXTENSIVE 
PROPERTY DAMAGE WITH EIGHT OF THE TEN BLAST FURNACES AT 
THE ANSHAN STEEL COMPLEX OUT OF COMMISSION. 

2. SOURCE ALSO CLAIMS TO HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT CHINESE ARE 
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A MONTH OR TWO AND THAT THEY HAVE DEPLOYED THOUSANDS OF 
PERSONS IN THE SHENYANG-PEKING-TANGSHAN TRIANGLE TO 
SEARCH FOR TELLTALE WARNING SIGNS. A MINOR EARTH TREMOR 
WAS SAID TO HAVE OCCURRED AT PAOTING SOUTH OF PEKING TWO 
OR THREE DAYS AGO. 

3. CANADIANS HAVE BEEN ASSIDUOUSLY ACCUMULATING EARTHQUAKE 
RUMORS AROUND THE CITY. ONE RUMOR REPORTED A RECENT RADIO 
BROADCAST WARNING PEKING TO PREPARE FOR AN EARTHQUAKE. 

ANOTHER SAID CADRES WERE CAUTIONING A FEW SPECIAL FOREIGN 
FRIENDS TO PREPARE FOR THE WORST, AND A THIRD SAID BASIC 
PARTY UNITS AROUND THE CITY WERE BEING BRIEFED ON HOW TO 
PREPARE FOR A DISASTER HERE. 

COMMENT: THE LIAONING EARTHQUAKE AND THE TREMOR FELT HERE 
HAVE MANY PEOPLE ON EDGE IN PEKING. IN THE ABSENCE OF 
HARD NEWS ON CASUALTIES AND PROPERTY DAMAGE, THE RUMOR 
MILL IS WORKING OVERTIME. WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY 
INFORMATION ON THE EARTHQUAKE AVAILABLE TO THE DEPARTMENT, PARTI- 
CULARLY ANYTHING THE AMERICAN SEISMOLOGISTS MAY HAVE 
LEARNED ABOUT IT FROM THEIR COLLEAGUES IN THE PRC. WE HAVE 
ASKED GEOPHYSICAL SOCIETY FOR INFORMATION REQUESTED BY 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION BUT ARE NOT OPTIMISTIC THAT WE 
WILL GET A REPLY. WE WERE TOLD BY THE HEAD OF THE MFA’S 
DIPLOMATIC SERVICES BUREAU AT LUNCH TODAY THAT THERE HAD 
BEEN "LOSS OF LIFE" IN THE EARTHQUAKE. 

BUSH 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: EARTHQUAKES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 21 FEB 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975PEKING00290 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750063-0579 
From: PEKING 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750223/aaaaaupk.tel 

Line Count: 88 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <09 JUL 2003 by MartinML>; APPROVED <1 0 JUL 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LIAONING EARTH QUAKE 
TAGS: SWEL, PINT, CH 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



